
 

Previously you learnt about Record Labels. Describe the 
main differences between a Record label (recording 
company) and a publishing company. 


Imagine you are a composer or songwriter. You have a 
contract (deal) with a publishing company. What tasks 
would you wish the publishing company carried out for 
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Publishing Companies

A publishing company works on behalf of the composer/songwriter, 
licensing the use of their compositions/songs

Task: “Imagine”

Publishing Company 
Responsibilities 

Task: Comparisons
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Advantages of 
signing contract 
with publishing 

company 

Disadvantages 
of signing 

contract with 
publishing 
company

Advantages of 
self publishing 

(online) 

Disadvantages 
of self publishing 

(online)

As a composer/songwriter, you have been told by a friend 
that “signing a contract with a publishing company is the 

best way to progress your career.” You are going to present an argument, considering 
the advantages of different options, and decide if you agree or disagree with this 
statement. 
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