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Year 8 Chord Composition.
First, using chords I, IV and V (in C major that’s C, F and G) complete the grid below.

Starting with chord I choose either I, IV or V to follow it in the no.2 box. Experiment on the keyboard until you have completed a sequence of 8 chords, finishing with Chord I again.

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8

	I

C

(C, E, G)


	
	
	
	
	
	
	I

C

(C,E,G)


Now practice playing this sequence with the same number of beats on each chord. Three, or four beats is probably best.

Once you and your partner can play the first sequence complete the second grid. This time you could use chords II, III, and VI as well as any of I, IV and V. Again experiment on the keyboard until you have a sequence of 8 chords. Practice playing the sequence together.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	V

G

(G,B,D)


The finished piece is going to be in A B A form. So you will need to play the first sequence, then the second and then repeat the first.

Once you are happy with the sequences you need to start making the chords more interesting by varying the rhythm patterns, or perhaps by making some chords into seventh chords. (e.g. G7, which has G, B, D and F). Try finding a good bass line, which will usually use the chord’s root note (C for a C Chord, F for an F chord et.c) and be played by the left hand player.

In C major Chord I = C. II = Dm, III = Em, IV = F, V = G, VI = Am.  

Chord VII is not usually used on its own, but mixed with chord V to make a seventh chord.
If you have completed all the steps then try playing in a different key. E.G. In G major Chord I is now G, what will IV be?  What will III be? In G major the F notes are all F sharps.
