Describe it
What instruments do you hear in
this piece? What else do you
hear?
What words would you use to
describe this piece? What other
words might we use?
How would you describe the
music? The tempo? The
dynamics? The pitch of the
individual instruments?
How would you describe this
music to a person who could not
hear it?
How would you describe the
performance of this piece? Are
they performing to a live audience
or is it recorded for audio
playback?
Do you think that this music is
supposed to represent a place or
person?
Are any specific instrumental
techniques being used?
What key is the piece in?
Describe the texture of this piece?

Relate it
What does this piece remind
you of?
What colours do you think
represent it?
Is this piece typical of the style/
genre/ artist? What are the
similarities or differences?
How is this piece like the one
we just listened to? What are
some important differences?
What do these two pieces of
music have in common?
What interests you most about
this work of music?
Have you used any of these
techniques before in music?
When / which project did you
use these techniques in?
What links can you make
between this composer/
musicians work and your own
work?

Analyze it

Interpret it

Which instruments are the most
prominent? Which are in the
background?

What title would you give to this
piece of music? What made you
decide on that title?

What can you tell me about the
instruments timbres?

What other titles could we give it?

What can you tell me about the
recording?
Does this music have a purpose?
Is it for a specific event?
What makes this music
appropriate for its use?
What is the context of the
performance?
What is the structure of the
piece?
Are there any reoccurring musical
themes?
How do you think the composer /
musicians made this work?
What questions would you ask
the composer/ musician about
this work, if s/he were here?
Were you trying to make people
think about anything in particular
when you created your piece of
music?

What images or scenes would this
piece represent (if it could)?
Pretend you are inside this piece.
What does it feel like?
What do you think this (object) was
used for? How did you arrive at that
idea?
Why do you suppose the composer
made this work? What makes you
think that?
What do you think it would be like to
live in this work? What makes you
think that?
What other instruments might be
appropriate to join this ensemble?
Is the composer/ performer trying to
put across a message with this
music?

Evaluate it
What do you think is good about
this piece? What is not so good?
Do you think the person who is
performing this do a good or bad
job? What makes you think so?
Why do you think other people
should hear this music?
What do you think other people
would say about this work? Why
do you think that?
What grade would you give the
composer for this work? How did
you arrive at that grade?
What would you do with this piece
if you owned it?
What do you think is worth
remembering about this work?
Do you think your work was
successful? What was it that
made it successful?
What would you do differently if
you were to do this piece again?
How could you improve to the
next level?
What new techniques and skills
have you learnt in this project? Do
you feel you were successful in
your work?

